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A Study on Rhetoric of “Eye” in Shakespeare’s Sonnets and Its Translation

XIE Shi-jian, LANG Ru-juan

(College of Foreign Languages, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541006 China )

Abstract: “Eye” is not only an important organ of mankind, but also a common image which is frequently employed in literary
works. According to statistics, the highest frequency of human terms in Shakespeare’s sonnets is “eye”. In sonnets, the image of
“eye” involves seven kinds of rhetorical devices including personification, metaphor, metonymy, transferred epithet, synecdoche,
synaesthesia and hyperbole. The article uses the combination of the methods of comparative analysis and empirical analysis,
according to Xie Guixia’s translation approaches, the article explores the translations of Tu An, Liang Zongdai, Cao Minglun and Gu
Zhengkun and then analyzes the translation approaches of the rhetoric of “eye”, the research finds that the four translators employed
different strategies aiming at different rhetorical devices and basically reserved rhetoric forms as well as contents in order to provide
new thoughts for the rhetoric of images of human terms in Shakespeare’s sonnets and translations.

Key words: Shakespeare; sonnets; the image of “eyes”; rhetoric; translation
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