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A Feasibility Study on Mobile Learning of Form-Focused Instruction: An

Interactive Perspective

CHEN Zhong-Yi?, CHEN Jing
(Graduate School, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083;
School of Foreign Languages, Fuyang Normal University, Fuyang 236037 Anhui)

Abstract: Within the framework of the Interactive Hypothesis, this paper explores the application of mobile learning to
form-focused instruction. With the flexible functions of text management and various media of pictures, sound and video, mobile
learning has some advantage in offering enhanced and structured input, which help to focus learners’ attention on linguistic forms
and the meaning as well, much more efficient than the single textual input in the textbooks. The Internet-based mobile learning
platforms are free from the restrictions of time and space as well as the distractions in the classroom. They can provide learners with
more chances of free interaction, either in oral or written form, where attention to the linguistic forms can be achieved in the target
language. Interactions of two-way communication or team work can effectively enhance the oral and written output of learners.

Key words: mobile learning; the Interactive Hypothesis; form-focused instruction; focus on form
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