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On Theoretical Motivations of the Conceptual Metaphor Theory Rising
SHAO Qin-yu, FENG Lei
(School of Languages and Communication Studies, Beijing Jiaotong University, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract:  “Conceptual metaphor” is the core theory of Metaphors We Live By, written by Lakoff and Johnson
(1980b). By interpreting the main content of this book, the article analyzes theoretical motivations of the rising of concep-
tual metaphor theory: rethinking traditional metaphor theories; questioning researches on language and thought; compromis-
ing broken philosophical thoughts. The author holds that conceptual metaphor theory draws from traditional researches on
metaphor, language and thought and philosophical thoughts, and introduces human experiences to these three research
spheres. Conceptual metaphor theory opens the cognitive perspective of researches on metaphor, unlocks thinking style be-
hind language and provides new road for philosophical research. Moreover, conceptual metaphor theory founds sound theo-
retical bases for experientialism and cognitive linguistics.

Key words: conceptual metaphor; human experience; language and thought; metaphor theories; philosophy
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