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The Asymmetric Phenomena of Pragmatic Culture

in Verbal Subjects and Verbal Objects
ZHANG De-sui', ZHANG Xue-cheng’
(1.Literature and Media College, Suzhou University, Suzhou 234000, China;
2.8chool of Liberal Arts, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Abstract: There is an asymmetry phenomena of pragmatic culture in verbal subjects and verbal objects, including dis-
course function, information structure, discourse mark, freedom degree and etc. The results show that, verbal subjects are
topic, verbal objects are the focus; the verbal subjects are the focus of topic, are the focus of comparison in parallel
structure as well, but verbal objects are natural focus; verbal subjects are definite known constituent, verbal objects are
non—definite unknown constituent; verbal subjects are based on anaphora, but verbal objects are based on the following
reference; verbal subjects can be marked by modal, pronouns and speech pause, but verbal objects are marked by quanti-
fier; the degrees of freedom of verbal subjects are higher than verbal objects.

Key words: verbal subjects and verbal objects; pragmatic culture; asymmetry
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