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A preliminary study of the role of the Chinese Pinyi in the
teaching of Chinese to overseas children

XU Cai-hua! & LIU Jing-zhi®
(1. College of Chinese Language and Culture, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. Confucius Institute, NEOMA Business School,Reims Cedex, 51100, France)

Abstract: Though the Chinese Pinyin plays a key role in the teaching of Chinese to overseas chil-
dren, its theoretical research is inadequate. This paper discusses the following problems: 1. the cogni-
tive function of the Chinese Pinyin in the teaching of Chinese to overseas children,and the distinction
between the “teaching” and the “learning” of the Chinese Pinyin;2. the major bilingual learning theo-
ries concerning the overseas children's learning of Chinese as well as the teaching of the Chinese Pinyin
in the perspective of biliteracy; 3. the current situation of the teaching of Chinese characters to overseas
children and the integrated teaching of the Chinese Pinyin and Chinese characters. It also discusses the
final goal of the teaching of Chinese to overseas children, which includes the training of their spoken
Chinese and Chinese-character writing,because the younger the children, the better they can learn spo-
ken Chinese, while the older the children, they can receive more training. Thus, the training of the
communicative ability of the children’s spoken Chinese relies on their long training of the Chinese Pi-
nyin,

Key Words: children; Chinese teaching;Chinese Pinyin; biliteracy
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