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A new interpretation of the identity of Chinese morphemes and words

ZHAO Qiang-giang
(Global Center for Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages, East
China Normal University, Shanghai 20062, China)

Abstract; It is widely accepted that Chinese morphemes are a grammatical unit at a lower level than
words, for which Li Xianhe has argued. However, Li Depeng has argued that Chinese morphemes and
words are identical. Through an analysis of the different views of the two scholars and the relation-
ships between words and morphemes in Chinese, this paper answers four questions like " whether
words and morphemes in Chinese are different in conception?” and concludes that Chinese morphemes
and words are identical.

Key Words: Chinese; words; morpheme; relationship
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