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Constructivist features in the teaching of Chinese characters
in American K-12 schools

LIN Xiu-gin

(College of International Education, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract:  According to constructivism, acquiring knowledge is a kind of constructivist activity,
whose subject is the learners, and therefore,the construction of the teaching environment should cen-
ter on the learners themselves to ensure the construction of knowledge. The teaching of Chinese char-
acters in American K-12 schools reflects the fundamental teaching theories of constructivism in two
aspects. First,it abides by the cognitive law and emphasizes the construction of the knowledge schema
of a Chinese character. Second,it creates a teaching environment good for knowledge construction by
encouraging peer communication and coordination and guiding the learners to fulfill knowledge con-
struction during their active studies. If clearer teaching objectives could be made and more proper
measurement and feedback involved, the teaching effect would be even better.
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