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The interpretation of the Word “Xian” Related to the Ritual in Zuo Zhuan
Guo Chaoying

Abstract ; There are 4 places in Zuo Zhuang involve the word “xian” (first, in advance,e tc. ) in the
sentence such “xian with four sets of cattlehide and then 12 cattle”. The explanation made by Du Yu is that
“In the old days, if you send gifts for others, you should send a gift in advance as a guide. ” Many scholars
have followed Du’ s explanation without objection. But this understanding is questionable. By synthetically an-
alyzing all the 4 places concerning this word in Zuo Zhuang, this paper thinks that this word may not indicate
two actions of presenting, but refers to only one action of presenting with two different gifts in a successive or-
der. Therefore, “xian” itself cannot be considered an independent ritual, and the two gifts in the successive
order have no relation between the prelude and the formal.

Key words: Zuo Zhuan; Du Yu; “Xian” ; exegetical study
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