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A Diachronic Observation of the Adverbs in Wei Shu
Chang Zhiwei
Abstract ; Observed from a diachronic angle, the characteristics of the new adverb words in Wei Shi ( The
History of the Northern Wei Dynasty) are demonstrated in the following three aspects: 1. The polysemization of
early ancient adverbs; 2. The polysemization of the newborn adverbs; 3. The sprouting of some modern Chinese
adverbs. Furthermore, a single adverb usually transforms among degree adverb, scope adverb and time adverb

during the process of its semantic evolution, this phenomenon is very common.
Key words: Wei Shu; adverb; mediaeval Chinese
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