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The Relationship between Reliability and Validity of Language Test
LI Yi-hao
(School of Foreign Studies, Jiangsu Normal University s Xuzhou 221116, China)

Keywords: Reliability; validity; Language Test

Abstract: There are lots of concerns involved in developing a test, especially a language test for second and foreign lan-
guage learners, but the two most important ones that any test developer should take into consideration are reliability and
validity. However, reliability and validity are not always mutually contributive to each other, and sometimes even an in-
verse relationship could exist between them. Aiming at assessing and reflecting the true language ability of test— takers, I
think any test— developing activities should be organized around how to make the test more valid, in other words, how to
resolve the potential tension between reliability and validity and ensure the latter one at the same time. My article will dis-
cuss how certain assumptions and suggestions underlying the theoretical definition and statistical measurement of reliabili-
ty might distract test developers attention away from validity and negatively affect their decision concerning the selection

and construction of test items conducive to validity,
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