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A Study on the Emergence of the Grammatical Meaning

of "Ke(H])" as a Mood Adverb

ZHANG Xiu-song
(School of Chinese Studies, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China)
Keywords: Ke(A]); mood adverb; objective affairs; subjective expectation
Abstract; This paper abstracts the derived meaning such as ‘express interrogative mood', ‘express a soft remind *, ‘express
a soft exhortation’, ‘express high degree from "Ke(T] )" . After the aforementioned operation, we find that "Ke(#[)" has
only a central meaning, i. e. to profile the (mis)match between the objective affair and the subjective expectation. The "

meanings” of "Ke(®])", such as ‘express interrogative mood, ‘express a soft remind’, ‘express a soft exhortation’, ‘express
high degree and so on, are all the results from the interaction between the central meaning and the other essentials of a

sentence like the negative items, intonation.
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