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On Problems of Collecting and Interpreting Synonym-compound
in Modern Chinese Dictionary

ZHOU Zhang-sheng
(School of Humanities, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract; The synonym-compound is an important lexical phenomenon in ancient and contemporary Chinese. Due to
lexicographers’ carelessness or misunderstanding, Modern Chinese Dictionary, the most authoritative dictionary, has four kinds
of problems in collecting and interpreting synonym-compounds, namely inaccurate interpretation, improper separation and com-
bination of items, deficiency in interpretation coordination and entry omission. This paper aims to illustrate these problems with
three examples in each, in the hope of calling attention to modern Chinese lexicographers.

Key words.: Modern Chinese Dictionary; synonym-compound; interpretation; entry
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