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An Adequate Understanding of Ancient Speech Sounds
Leading to an Adequate Understanding of Philology

YIN Zuo-yan
(School of Humanities, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: Explanation of words in ancient books presupposes an adequate understanding of ancient speech sounds which eventual-
ly leads to an adequate understanding of philology. The tremendous achievements of philology in Qing Dynasty should be attrib-
uted to studies of old Chinese phonology. According to Mozi’s Queries, #74 simply means V%% as indicated in Admonitions in
Books by Ancient Monarchs, which shows that #7 and %, just as f and 4, are similar to each other in both pronunciation and
meanings. In Book of Rites,$t ) is used instead. Rather than i}, as used in Records of the Historian , it is used in Index, while
K is preferred in Book of Han. Accordingly, this paper aims to prove the pronunciation in ancient times of the eight words,
namely 4,4, #7, KR, 4K , %, 3 and {§i. Furthermore, as proved by The Junction of the Above and the Below, which dwells on
the way in which one is sincerely benevolent, “1%” and “ii{” are interchangeable just as argued by Sun. Yirang. “3C” is tanta-
mount to “if”, whereas “iF” is the same as “4&”. Considering the fact that the word “3%” involves such words as & , 4= , ¥,
LR ,E % 8L R .18, 58,5 4K and [X, the author of the paper proposes to prove their inter-relationships.

Key words: Mozi’s Queries; Sun Yirang; speech sounds in ancient times; explanation of words in ancient books
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Lian Xixian of the Western Regions in Yuan Dynasty and Mencius Studies

ZHOU Chun-jian
( Depariment of Philosophy, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract; During the Yuan Dynasty, Lian Xixian was generally regarded as the representative who had been highly sinicized in
the Western Regions. Besides, he was also the first of Semu ministers excelling in Confucianism. Influenced by other Confu-
cianists or Taiji Academy during the northward promotion of the Four Books studies of Yuan Dynasty, Lian Xixian became a
distinguished scholar of Mencius, especially of the doctrine of goodness of human nature, moral and profit, and benevolence and
ruthlessness in this book, and practiced the theory of Mencius in various aspects so that he was praised as “Lian Mencius” by the

Emperor Kublai Khan. Some scholars approved of the sinicization of the people in the Western Regions as the “civilization of
barbarians” , while others thought of it as only a sinicization at a low level. The living and complex history of Yuan Dynasty was
just composed of different nations, different civilizations, and the government.

Key words: Yuan Dynasty; the Western Regions; sinicization; Lian Xixian; Mencius studies; the view of Yixia
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