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Study of Generative Grammar on Lexical Categories: Tendency and Enlightenments
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Abstract: In contradistinction to traditional grammar, gencrative grammar ncither views lexical categorics as
a central part ol grammar nor a primitive notion. On the onc hand, the [ormer replaces some [unctions of
lexical categories; on the other hand, the latter attempts to derive sorts and [caturcs of lexical categorics via
[caturc matrices. Distributed morphology unites these originally scparate developments by assuming the
syntactic determination ol lexical categorics, according to which roots (lexical morphemes) arc category —
ncutral, and arc assigned a category when merging with a [unctional morpheme. This assumption is concep-
tually viable, consistent with the biolinguistic view and supported by available psycholinguistic cvidence; it

is cmpirically superior as well and promises to ofller new insight in Chincse word— [ormation.
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