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On Ambiguity and Language Policy of the Obscure Poetry

ZHAO Jing-peng

(Jiangsu Second Normal University, Nanjing , Jiangsu 210013, China)

Abstract: That “Literature is the language art” means the literary study should be based on the formal analysis of language. As for the
obscure poetry, ambiguity is rooted in the aesthetics of language, which revives in the new period of contemporary Chinese literature. A further
reflection leads to the observation that the poets’ language policy contains two aspects: the detachment and reconstruction of the arbitrary
relationship between the signifiant and the signifie of language, resulting in the uncertainty of meaning, and the delay or even blocking-up of the
course from signifiant to signifie with picturesque language to strengthen the ambiguity degree of poem.

Key words: obscure poetry; ambiguity; langnage; verbal icon



