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The Development of Zero Anaphora in Chinese Children’s Narrative Discourse

ZOU Li-zhi

Abstract: This paper investigates the development of zero-anaphora in the narrative discourse of 135
Mandarin 4-9-year-old children by using the book Little Frog, Where are you?. We find that the children
showed a relatively stable development with age in the proportion of zero-anaphoric type. The same trend of SS
> 00> 0S > SO in all age groups reflects the accessibility principle at an early stage. Children’ s zero-
anaphoric ability increases with age for 4-year-old children, with zero anaphora reaching the baseline level of
development; for 5-year-olds, there is a rapid development of theme cohesion; for 6-year-olds, an important
period of zero-anaphoric maintenance; and for 9-year-olds, an important period of topic chain structure
development.

Key words: Chinese children; narrative discourse; zero anaphora

(FAEm 4R X M)

® Karmiloff — Smith Annette, “ The Grammatical Marking of Thematic Structure in the Development of Language
Production,” W. Deutsch(ed. ) ,The Child’ s Construction of Language. London: Academic Press, 1981.
@ Wigglesworth ET W WHE T ABHERPE L KT, 2 L Wigglesworth Gillian, Children’ s Individual Approaches
to the Organization of Narrative, Journal of Child Language 24 ;279 —309,1997. i : (N EFHHILEE I WIFIELHT) 8
W KA 26 3, 2011 4E,
137



