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On the Formation and Development of Synonyms in Chinese Language

HONG Chen-yu

Abstract; The Chinese characters, as the world’ s only form of writing that has been continuously

employed, keep in store a complete profile of the vicissitudes of the Chinese language, making it possible for

the study of the formation and development of synonyms in Chinese language. On the other hand, the fact that

traditional Chinese linguistics started from explorations in its semantics provides another most favorable

condition for our current study. These conditions have allowed us to trace the formation and development of

synonyms in Chinese language from two holistic perspectives, the synchronic and the diachronic.

Key words: synonyms in Chinese language ; formation; development

112

(KB £ #)



