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A new interpretation of the usages of “Zhu Zai-+NL” and “Zhu-+NL”

CHEN Fan-fan
(College of Liberal Arts,Shantou University, Shantou 515063, China)

Abstract: By discussing the errors of mixing “Zhu+NL” and“Zhu Zai+NL” made by CSL learners,
this research finds that the previous understanding of the usages of “Zhu+NL” and “Zhu Zai+NL” is
not correct. Based on the data of the Center for Chinese Linguistics in Peking University with a corpus
of 2.3 million Chinese words, it re-investigates the usages of “Zhu+NL” and “Zhu Zai+NL”, and con-
cludes that their usages are syntactically different due to their differences in NL, and they are also se-
mantically, contextually and stylistically different in some aspects. It finally discusses the causes of
their differences and concludes that the major cause is their different semantic functions and the polari-
zation of“Zai” in“Zhu Zai+NL”,

Key Words: Zhu(f¥)+NL;Zhu Zai(f£7E) +NL;usage; syntactic feature; context
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