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Semantic Evolution of the Social Appellation of Young Women

——The Embarrassment of “Xiao Jie”

CHUAI Yue

(College of Liberal Arts,Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444 ,China)

Abstract: The word “Xiao Jie”had been fashionable for a time at the end of last century and became labels

of young and fashion. With the development of the times, it has quietly brought the meaning of the special

service industry. The semantic evolution of “Xiao Jie” has taken place in each historical period in different

degree. Initially, the word means the young women of humble origin, then its means is unmarried daugh-

ters of nobles, later then it means the daughter of the rich and young female full of new knowledge , at the

same time, the word is the double—reference of elegant women and professional women “escort”. In mod-

ern life, in order to avoid unnecessary misunderstanding and embarrassment, people would not like to use

it in daily life.
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