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A Philological and Philosophical Study of the Connotation of the

Character "#L(I0)" Based on Confucian Analects
ZHAO Yi-zhi
(School of Education & Arts, Shengli College, China University of Petroleum,Dongying, Shandong 257000, China)
Abstract: In terms of philology, the character "#L(1)", which is either depicted as "#(IY)", the inte-
gration of sacrificial vessels and objects, or " #L", the core form of human rituals, has obviously contained
rich cultural connotation of sacrificial rites. Sacrificial vessels (represented by &, an ancient stemmed cup
or bowl) can be thought as the ritual culture implemented on the vessels, while sacrifices (represented by
¥k, two pieces of jade put together) imply the cultural goals of sacrificial rites that connects the heaven
and human beings. The ancient form of the character " AL" contains the important attitude of humans to-
wards the ritual culture, that is, great respect. And the sources of all of these connotations and functions
implied in the literal study have also been fully demonstrated in Confucian Analects, the significant book

which represents the Chinese civilization.
Key words: #L(); philology; Confucian Analects



