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Last night I dreamed of coming to my

native place;
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She was making up her face

Before her mirror with grace.

Each saw the other hushed,

But from our eyes tears gushed.

Can I not be heart-broken when I am a-

woken

From her grave clad with pines,

Where only the moon shines! F¥®
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Spring flowers,the moon in autumn, when
will these cease to be?

So many things lie already in the past.

Last night to my tiny pavilion the east
wind came again;

I could not bear to look back toward my
old kingdom shining beneath the moon.PF*
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Last night showers and harsh winds

Despite thick sleep,wine lingers
I worry the girl raising the shades
“No,no,” she says, “the crab apple’s just
as it was”

Doesn’t she know?

Doesn’t she know?

The green ought to be fat,the red,thinP¥™
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Last night I dreamed of coming to my native

place ;
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She was making up her face
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Before her mirror with grace.
LS,
Each saw the other hushed,
MEHHETT,
But from our eyes tears gushed.
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Can I not be heart -broken when I am

awoken
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From her grave clad with pines,
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Where only the moon shines!
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Last night I dreamed of coming to my native

place;
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She was making up her face

Before her mirror with grace.
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In youth 1 never got a taste of distress.
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I loved visiting high-rises.
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I loved visiting high-rises,
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And forced out distressing words to make verses.
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Now that I've got a full taste of distress,

powder being applied.
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The Moon Palace ,silver -lined and pearl —

trimmed ,had me visiting.
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Looking downwards,I found chunks of accu-

mulated haze floating,
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1 won’t easily spell it out.
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Instead I say:“Coolness makes even fall a knockout”.
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In drunkenness, my hand rested on The Laurel

Tree for a short time.
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The earthly world below thus saw what’s called

a cool breeze passing.
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Fierce was the wind and rapid each tide.
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On back of The Toad moon-sent I did a ten—
thousand-1i ride.
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I used to see the moon —dwelling Goddess
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In her born with comeliness,without any face
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Using “Time Scale Line” to Keep the “Short and Long Sentences”

Format.:On Translating Ci Poems into English

YAN Chong, WANG Mi—qing
(School of Foreign Languages,Hebei Normal University , Shijiazhuang , Hebei 050024, China)

Abstract:The “short and long sentences” format is one of the indispensable features of the Song Dy-
nasty’s ci poems. Unfortunately,this feature has been largely ignored when the poems are translated into
English. Nevertheless,in translation there is good reason to keep the “short and long sentences” format,a
distinctive feature of ¢i poems. And there is much possibility to achieve this goal. Translations should at-
tempt to convey the beauty of ci poems’ meter and artistic conception within this format. Based on Eugene
Nida’s functional equivalence theory and Walter Benjamin’s literary translation theories,the “time scale
line” can be used to help keep ci poems’ special format.

Key words:translation of ci poems;short and long sentences;format;time scale line



