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Historical Contribution of Chinese Characters to the Development of

Japanese National Culture before Nara Period

CAI Feng-lin
( School of Foreign Studies, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081 )

[ Abstract] In the 5th century, Japanese started to use Chinese characters in writing and the writing work
was mainly done by Chinese mainland immigrants. The introduction of Confucianism and Buddhism into Japan
from China enhanced the motivation of ancient Japanese to learn Chinese and expanded the pragmatic space of
Chinese characters in Japanese society. Ancient Japanese started to write articles in pure Chinese style in the
late 6th and early 7th century. Before the 7th century, they wrote articles by using Chinese variants with
characteristics of Japanese grammar, used Chinese characters in alphabetic list of Japanese common words and
later on developed Japanese Hiragana and Katakana.

[ Key words] Chinese character; mainland immigrants; kanji; development of Japanese language;

influence of words
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